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liam learning that Prince Waldemar of Lippe was dying,
took advantage of the fact that he was rather weak-minded
to induce him to sign a species of will bequeathing the
regency of the principality at his death to Prince Adolph
of Schaumburg-Lippe, the next heir to the throne of
Lippe; his brother Alexander of Lippe being an incurable
lunatic. On the strength of this document, which was of
a purely personal character, and which was neither ratified
by the legislature of the principality of Lippe, nor recog-
nized by the federal council of the German empire, Prince
Adolph, with the assistance of a couple of Prussian regi-
ments, coolly took possession of the principality of Lippe,
proclaimed himself regent, and assumed the reins of gov-
ernment.

According to the laws of Germany governing the suc-
cession of its sovereign houses, the regency in such a case
as that presented by the principality of Lippe, should
have fallen to the lot of the nearest living agnate. The
latter happened to be Count Ernest of Lippe, chief of the
Beisterfeld branch of the Lippe family. Prince Adolph,
however, and his brother-in-law, Emperor William, took
the ground that Count Ernest was debarred from the
regency, and from succession to the throne on the death of
the crazy Prince Alexander, by the fact that sometime in
the early part of the last century one of his male ancestors
had contracted a mesalliance, and thus brought a plebeian
strain into the family. This contention was accepted
neither by the people of Lippe, nor by the count; they
appealed to the tribunals of the empire, and to every
reigning family of Germany in turn, the entire non-Prus-
sian press, as well as many newspapers in Prussia itself,
espousing their cause.
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